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LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 
In memory of R’ Shmuel Shmelka ben HaRav Moshe Kizelnik z”l 

The Baal HaTurim notes that in the entire parshas Vayeitzei there isn’t a single pesucha or stuma - the paragraph 

spacings that separate one section from another. Parshas Vayeitzei is no short parsha; it deals with many different 

points of Yaakov Avinu's life and spans several decades. One would think that there should be at least a few such 

separations throughout. 

HaRav Gedalya Schorr zt”l explains that parshas Vayeitzei is the parsha of golus and the key to surviving golus is for 

a person to constantly remain focussed, never stopping to think about that which surrounds him. Chazal tell us that 

the parsha separations indicate the moments when Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave Moshe Rabeinu the opportunity to 

contemplate what he was taught in the preceding pesukim. During the forty days Moshe Rabeinu spent in 

Shomayim, he did not eat or sleep. He did however take short breaks to think over the Torah he had just learned. 

Generally, these breaks were frequent. However, when it came to the parsha of golus, the Ribono shel olam wanted 

to teach Moshe a crucial lesson - that the key to surviving golus is “don’t stop”. Not that one shouldn’t realize he is in 

golus or the tremendous lessons he can glean from his experiences. However, he must never forget where he came 

from and where he is headed to, and be focussed on that. Stopping to appreciate his surroundings for its own merits 

creates a risk of falling hard and not being able to get back on track. 

This is an important lesson. In a general sense, it is incumbent upon us to remember that despite the tremendous 

growth of yiddishkeit the last few decades has seen, this is not it and we yearn for so much more. However on a 

more practical level, although for the most part, we cannot relate to the second beis haMikdash and seemingly have 

no past to remain focussed on, must realize that each of us has points in our lives upon which we can draw to create 

a higher spiritual focus. Those who merited to have a yeshiva or beis yaakov education should keep these formative 

years in mind as they live their day to day lives in “the real world”. All of us however can draw on certain spiritual 

high points, be them yomim tovim, or other experiences. In truth, one of the gifts of Shabbos is that if utilized 

properly, it can give us a focus point for the rest of the week. Indeed, the halacha follows Shamai who started his 

Shabbos preparations from Sunday. 
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STAYING FOCUSSED IN GOLUS 

א ַרע   מָּׁ ע״, ִבְשלָּׁ ר ִעם ַיֲעֹקב ִמּטֹוב ַעד רָּׁ ֶמר ְלָך ֶפן ְתַדבֵּ א   —״ִהשָּׁ א? ֶאלָּׁ א טֹוב ַאַמאי לָּׁ י, ֶאלָּׁ ְלַחיֵּ

ִעים  ן ֶשל ְרשָּׁ תָּׁ ֶצל ַצִדיִקים. .  —ְשַמע ִמיַנּה: טֹובָּׁ ה ִהיא אֵּ עָּׁ  )יבמות קג:(רָּׁ

Hashem warned Lavan not to speak to Yaakov even for good things because anything he might perceive 

as good really isn’t as far as a tzadik is concerned. 
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Welcome to all our new subscribers! 

In case you were wondering, what 

exactly is this new section, ‘Torah 

Temima’….  At the bottom of the first 

page we quote a gemara cited by the 

Sefer Torah Temima and a paragraph 

in English which synopsizes the Torah 

Temima’s understanding of it. 

Boruch Hashem, my new sefer (Chayei 

Adam on hilchos Elul through Adar) is 

available in stores in the U.S.  In Eretz 

Yisroel, it can be ordered directly by 

emailing me: rabbi@torahkollel.com. 

Mosdos Avahas Yehonoson - “Torah 

Kollel” continues to impact on the 

community at large in many ways and 

exists thanks to the benevolence and 

generosity of its supporters around the 

world. As our otzar haseforim and 

English library continue to expand, we 

are in need of more bookcases. 

Consider having a part of this 

tremendous zechus by sponsoring a 

bookcase, a day, week or month of the 

Torah Kollel.  Contact us at 

info@torahkollel.com for further 

information. 

UP & RUNNING! - Our annual 

megilla raffle super-88 Chanuka 

bonus drawings, has begun!  Enter 

the megilla raffle early and enter daily 

raffles to win fabulous prizes -  

drawings every day of Chanuka.  

Details on the campaign page! 

 

 

The Gemara (Shabbos 23a) states that a chatzer (courtyard) which 

has two entrances requires two candles. Tosfos therefore concludes 

that if the house opens to a chatzer, one must light his Menorah at 

the entrance of the chatzer. Although the Gemara (Shabbos 21b) 

requires one to light at the entrance of his home, Tosfos understands 

this as referring to a house that opens up directly to the street. [Rashi 

however, writes that the Gemara is talking about a house that has 

two entrances from the house to the chatzer.] Although the Shulchan 

Aruch rules in accordance with Tosfos, it is important to note that 

many Rishonim (Ran, Rambam, S’mag and others) rule like Rashi. 

The custom of many of the Gedolim in Eretz Yisroel has been to 

follow the p’sak of Shulchan Aruch and light the Menorah at the 

entrance of their chatzer (or building entrance where there is no 

chatzer). 

The Chazon Ish however, rules that modern day courtyards do not 

have the halachic status of a chatzer. [This ruling has numerous 

consequences as it applies to other areas of halacha such as mezuza 

and eiruvin.] He explains that in the times of Chazal, a chatzer 

functioned as an extension of the home; while people ate and slept in 

their houses, most other household chores such as laundry and 

baking took place in the courtyard. Therefore, when one lit his 

Menorah at the entrance to his courtyard, he was also lighting at the 

entrance to [the extension of] his home. Nowadays however, when a 

courtyard serves as little more than a passageway, the chatzer 

cannot be deemed an extension of his house and one should 

therefore not light at its entrance. Therefore, [according to the 

Chazon Ish,] one who has a window facing the street should 

preferably light in that window (provided it is not too high above 

ground level - i.e. more than 20 amos).
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The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) says that although Chazal instructed us 

to light at the entrance of the house, in times of danger, it is sufficient 

to place the Menorah on one’s table (i.e. in the main room of the 

house). [The ‘times of danger’ referred to here is a matter of dispute 

amongst the Rishonim. According to some (Rashi) the pagan religions 

decreed that no candles may burn outside of their place of worship 

THE INS AND OUTS OF THE MENORAH 

From the desk of 

the Rosh Kollel... 
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on their holidays. Apparently they didn’t search inside houses and only 

enforced this law when they happened upon a candle lit outside. (Tosfos) 

Others (Tosfos, Shabbos 45a) write that there was a specific edict 

forbidding lighting Chanuka candles. Other sources (Rabeinu Yeruchem) 

indicate that fear of theft is also enough to warrant lighting inside, and 

the Rema writes ‘nowadays [since] we light inside...’ which seems to 

indicate that such was the custom, perhaps because of fear of anti-

semitic attacks.] 

Today, in most western societies where none of these reasons apply, 

most Poskim advise lighting in a public place. In Eretz Yisroel, many 

people have special glass boxes in which they light their Menorah either 

outside by the door or in the windowsill. A minority opinion advocates 

such a practice in Chutz La’aretz as well. (She’ilas Ya’avetz although he 

concludes that because of severe weather conditions, there is no 

obligation to do so. [See also Aruch HaShulchan who gives a similar 

explanation.] However, most authorities advise that in Chutz la’aretz, 

one should light [inside] in front of the window so that the candles are 

visible from the street. (Igros Moshe, Aruch HaShulchan) Indeed, this 

seems to be common practice among most groups. However, many 

chasidim [especially in Chutz La’aretz] still light inside by the door even 

if it is not visible from the outside.
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 [One who does not have this custom 

should follow the majority opinion and light in a place that the Menorah 

is visible from outside.] 

1. One should not however light at the entrance to his house (i.e. inside the 

building). (See Az Nidbaru 5:39 who understands that even Rashi who writes 

that this is indeed the proper place to light, understood so provided the lights 

are visible from the street. See however Hilchos Chag b’Chag who 

understands differently.) 

2. See D’var Yehoshua (2:102) who explains that Chazal’s words “and in a 

time of danger, it is sufficient to light on one’s table” was not a dispensation, 

but rather a new enactment and from that point on one must light indoors and 

the original enactment (of lighting outside) was never reinstated. 

This week’s halachic discussion has been adapted from the Rosh 

Kollel’s English commentary of Sefer Chayei Adam on hilchos 

Chanuka and Megilla Available now in seforim stores in America 

or in Israel by emailing: rabbi@torahkollel.com. 

www.torahkollel.com 

info@torahkollel.com 

U.S.:  845-746-2685 

Previous ‘Halachic Discussions’ are organized 
by topic on our website: TORAHKOLLEL.COM.  

For questions about this or any other  ‘Halachic Discussion’  or for  

direction in other matters of halacha, email: rabbi@torahkollel.com 

 

A chasidisheh boy of about 11 
years old was stuck at home in Bnei Brak 
for Shavuos. Most of his friends had made 
their way to Yerushalayim to be with their 
Rebbe for yom tov, but this boy couldn’t 
afford the bus fare to get there, and so he 
stayed at home for Shavuos. He was 
despondent and embarrassed, and therefore 
didn’t want to venture to any of the 
chassidisheh shuls to be with other 
‘nebach’s’ who weren’t able to go. Instead, 
for the first time in his life he entered the 
beis medrash of Ponovezh Yeshiva and sat 
down to say Tikun Leil Shavuos. A few 
minutes later, a bochur came over and 
asked him to move, since this was his seat. 
Shortly after he found another place to sit, 
someone else asked him to relocate for the 
same reason. The scenario repeated itself 
seven times, and as the boy just stood there 
scanning the beis medrash for an empty 
place, he felt a tap on the shoulder. It was 
an older man who told him ‘I need a 
chavrusa’ and asked him to learn with him. 
The two sat together and learned gemara 
meseches Shabbos for five hours, and it 
was only in the morning that this eleven 
year old boy found out that his chavrusa 
was none other than the Rosh Yeshiva of 
Ponevezh, Rav Shach zt”l. 

SPARKS OF SHABBOS 

Rav Shimshon Pinkus zt”l explains that 

the Ribono shel Olam created the world in 

six days and then added Shabbos, 

separately. The entire week we are bound 

to the physical world of Creation, even if 

we devote much time to spiritual pursuits. 

On Shabbos, we can climb a ladder which 

rests in this world but reaches to 

shomayim, and reach tremendous 

spiritual heights, but we must grasp the 

opportunity. If a person spends his week 

immersed in Torah, or dedicated to 

learning the daf, etc, but on Shabbos 

spends his time shifting between his bed 

and the table with a few tefilos sprinkled 

here and there, he loses the opportunity 

to climb up to shomayim and achieve 

much more than he would be able to the 

rest of the week. 



 

DIVREI HA’NAVI - ADDING PROPHET TO LIFE 

The opening posuk of our haftarah reads “vayivrach Yaakov s’dei Aram v’yaavod Yisroel 

b’isha uva’isha shamar”, which presumably translates that Yaakov fled to the field of Aram 

and he worked for a woman and with a woman he was guarded.  The only problem is that 

the posuk should have said “vayivrach Yaakov l’sdei Aram”, or “s’dei Aramah”. The way we 

have this posuk we can’t really tell if he was coming or going. 

The Malbim understands this posuk to mean that the reason why Yaakov fled was because 

of the cheating and trickery. First, he tricked Eisav into selling him the bechora and then in 

order to keep the birthright, he tricked YItzchok into giving him the berachos, and so he ran 

away to the house of Lavan where he was tricked into marrying Leah instead of Rochel, 

and was only able to marry Rochel and keep her by working for another seven years. Although he doesn ’t ask our 

question, the Malbim is basically telling us that Yaakov was running to the same situation he was trying to flee from. 

R’ Yehonoson Eibeshitz also understands that Yaakvo was running from the S’dei Aram, meaning the midah of Lavan 

which found its way into Yitzchok’s house and manifested itself in Eisav; Yaakov ran from this, but also to Lavan.  So 

Yaakov was fleeing from and to the same thing.  Rav Eibeshitz also explains that the words “uva’isha shamar” means 

that although he was running to Lavan who could have a bad influence over him, he was fulfilling the command of his 

parents (“uva’isha shamar” - by working for Rochel, he was shomer the mitzva of kibud av v’eim). 

Each of us has difficulties and challenges. We tend to wish they would go away and this would solve everything but 

really this is the Ribono shel Olam’s will. Every challenge and nisayon is the key to our success and we should embrace 

them as an opportunity.  The parsha begins by saying “Vayeitzei Yaakov”, Yaakov left, but the haftarah describes his 

journey as one who is fleeing. Perhaps this is because although Yaakov was fleeing, on a deeper level Yaakov understood 

that he wasn’t fleeing and that he was leaving and actually running to a very similar situation. 

The Medrash Rabah cites the opening posuk of our haftarah and comments that just like Yaaaov was enslaved bothe 

before he got married as well as after, the Jewish people will be enslaved after our redeemer is born, just as we are 

enslaved before he is born.  We anxiously await the geulah but many of us are waiting for the wrong moshiach. We 

think that he will come and solve all of our problems, but this isn’t accurate. Whether or not the Rambam is correct in 

his assessment that the yemos ha’moshiach will be business as usual, or not is irrelevant. The challenges we face are in 

fact the key to our redemption, and so we shouldn’t run away from them, but rather to them. Then we can merit the 

geulah b’karov! 

THINK PURIM BEFORE CHANUKA! 
 

Enter our raffle now and get 88 

tickets plus an entry in each of 

15  bonus  Chanuka  drawings, 

all for just $88 - visit torahkollel.com now! 


